Mini-Presentations: 
One of my favorite (and easiest) instructional strategies for A&P! 

I quickly discovered that students are very interested in their bodies and especially strange and unusual things about the body. I could not keep up with the questions sometimes. So, I implemented mini-presentations for each chapter. Here’s how it works . . .

A couple of days before the test . . .
· Take a few minutes at the end of class one day to have students brainstorm a list of topics they'd like to know more about. Topics should be related to the current chapter, of course.
· Students don’t usually have too much trouble coming up with topics, but if they need some ideas, encourage them to . . . 
· flip through the textbook
· think back to a video you may have shown in class
· recall conversations from previous classes
· and think about their own personal experience - the best resource of all
· Write the topics on the board as they come up. If a student wants to claim a topic, write their name next to it. Once the list is long enough for each student to have a unique topic, ask them to choose one. I always made sure everyone had an assigned topic mostly to ensure that we didn’t have too many repetitions on presentation day.  But I also tell them to be flexible. If they find another subject, they’re more interested in and want to switch, that’s fine. We just want as much variety as possible.

Student Instructions – This is what I tell students . . .
· Find and print an article from a reliable internet source, magazine, or text
· If you can’t print it, take notes, and include your source information, but you must turn in the article and/or your notes on presentation day
· Read your article and highlight the most interesting information
· Bring pictures if possible
· Plan a mini-presentation about 1-2 minutes long 
· Use your own words as much as possible, but reading short sections from the article is okay
· No pressure, very casual style, like you’re just sharing something interesting with a friend








Presentation Day!
· To get started, sometimes I ask for volunteers, sometimes I work my way down my class roster, and sometimes I jump around. Whatever works.
· I do require that they stand up front to present. It’s casual, but they also need to present in a way that shows respect to their classmates and helps them understand the topic, too. 
· If they have pictures, they can be passed around during or right after the presentation. Take this into account when planning your time limits.
· Allow comments and questions from other students 
· Ask them to turn in their highlighted article and/or notes. This is primarily to decrease the chance that someone in a later class will use the same article. I threw them away at the end of the day unless there was a really great one I wanted to keep with my resources.

Additional Teacher Notes: 
· Depending on your class size, I'd limit the presentations to 1-2 minutes each. I think it’s best to complete this in one class period, so plan accordingly. I used a timer to keep us on schedule.
· The first time or two you use this strategy, you may have to encourage your students a good bit. But, once they get the hang of this activity, it usually runs itself, raises great questions, grosses us out sometimes and everyone learns. It’s so much fun!
· There were occasions when students would present really personal stories about themselves or family members and medical issues. I didn’t require notes or articles in these cases, and I always thanked them for sharing such personal information. The students in my little school were pretty close already, but I believe these presentations strengthened their relationships with each other and with me.   

I’d love to hear how this strategy works for you, so please email me at scienceisland2014@gmail.com to let me know what you thought.

Enjoy!
Carla Brooks
Science Island
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